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which lodged the ovum, but also in the opposite one. (8) From an 
exhaustive study of the subject and from the analysis of a series of cases 
Williams believes that the presence of these false mucus-lined channels 
or diverticula produced by an inflammatory reaction in the tubes is 
the chief predisposing cause of tubal pregnancy in at least 95 to 98 per 
cent, of all cases. 


Fibromyoma of the Uterus and Anemia.— Schenck: (Jour. Amcr. 
Med. Assoc., 1908, li, 1395) discusses this subject, insisting that anemia 
is a potent factor in the production of thrombosis and embolism during 
convalescence from hysterectomy for fibromyomas. Schenck believes 
no percentage of hemoglobin should be declared as the minimum for 
hysterectomy, as in some instances it is very low, and yet hemorrhage 
that cannot be controlled prevents all efforts to raise it. Believing 
fibromyomas of the uterus are congenital, Schenck is unwilling to accept 
the four theories proposed by others to account for the cardiovascular 
changes in patients having such tumors, which are: (1) Alterations 
in the vascular system are primary, and the cause of fibroids; (2) the 
presence of the tumor leads to increased aortic tension and other circu¬ 
latory disturbances which affect the heart; (3) myoma is not a local 
affection, but a general disease, with a triad of symptoms, consisting 
of tumors, nervous manifestations, and general vascular disturbance; 
and (4) a toxin circulates in the blood which causes both the uterine 
tumor and the heart degenerations. 


DISEASES OF THE LARYNX AND CONTIGUOUS 
STRUCTURES. 
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Atrophic Rhinitis.— Porcher (Jour. South Carolina Med. Assoc., 
December, 1908) states that in the treatment of atrophic rhinitis he 
administers potassium iodide in large doses, up to 800 and 900 grains 
a day, unless the scab formation ceases under less dosage; He also 
cleanses the passages with hydrogen peroxide and then applies Lugol's 
solution. 


Ozena, Atrophic Rhinitis, and Purulent Suppurative Sinusitis.— Curtis 
( Laryngoscope , December, 1908) reports upon the successful results 
obtained by injecting the nasal cavity with the lactic acid secreting 
bacillus of Massol. He claims that this is the best means at our com¬ 
mand in combating ozena, accompanied by crust formation, and 
for the tropical treatment of suppurative disease of the ethmoid cells 
and of the frontal sinus. Not only does the culture act on the patho¬ 
genic Jbacilli in the nasal and accessory cavities, but the active solution 
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““tetTof thfn£e Wh!ch ^ a P r0noun “ d “P™ «» vasomotor 

nf 01 tie „ : ? mer Comer of tte Eye and Involvement 

17 *^ o^f^ a S hmo ^-—W eltt (Jour. Amor. Med. Assoc., October 

i»n 1 nl !p0rt j“i. O !j i t m a ?“ n * ased SCTent y yeere. who had always 
been healthy and had for only two weeks noticed a swelling over the 
right.eye which had increased in size daily; but there had never been 
any discharge from his nose, and he had a good sense of smell and no 
°„° r “ t " e i ,os< r Probe puncture of the antrum brought a large 
quantity of offensive and cheesy pus. The parts were cleaned out, and 
tarefu! search made for the bony fistula, hut it could not be found at 
that time Three weeks later it was found to be posterior and above 
“1™ ^ ,nn “ sldc of*e eye. The Killian operation was per- 
fonned. The antrum of Highmore was found completely filled with 
polyps, granulation tissue, and cheesy pus, which was very offensive, 
i™, bad b “ n - S1,< * extensive destruction of bone that the antrum 
extended to the median hne of the hard palate, and as much of the 
bone of the hard palate as remained was as thin ns paper. Convales- 
cence was rapid. r 


The Surgical Treatment of Hay Asthma, Spasmodic Coryza, and the 
13 ' 190S) “ nd PomiGEOls (Progrbs m£d.. 
No. 3S, September 190S) report successes by section of the nasal 
nerve immediately before its division at the level of the anterior cth- 
mold foramen. 


Diphtheria Bacilli in the Throats of the Apparently Healthy.— Myer 
Sous-Coiien-(.W. Amcr. Med. Assoc., January 9, 1M9) reports the 
presence of diphtheria bacilli in the throats of many healthy persons 
who had been in contact with patients suffering with diphtheria in 
orphanages, homes, public schools, and private dwellings. He con¬ 
tends that cultures from the throats of all the inmates of the house 
where diphtheria exists should be examined to determine whether they 
° f contagion or not. He is of the opinion that despite 
the. rigid disinfection of the houses and their contents, little progress 
need be expected in the prophylaxis of diphtheria so long as the animate 
earners of contagion are neglected. 


Intracranial Lesions Consecutive to Nasal and Accessory Sinus Infec¬ 
tions. Coakley (Jour. Amcr. Med. Assoc., January 9, 1909) succinctly 
discusses meningitis, epidural abscess, sinus thrombosis, and brain 
abscess, consecutive to nasal and accessory sinus infection, and de¬ 
scribes what is jmown as the ethmoid route as the most satisfactory 
technique in exploring the sinuses when operation is indicated. 

Osteochondroma of the Septum Narium.— Myles (Laryngoscope, 
December,.1908) reports a case of osteochondroma of the septum! 
with extensive absorption of the cribriform plate. The tumor extruded 
into the cranial cavity and into the sphenoid and ethmoid cells. This 
was in a man who had had an operation performed upon his nose 
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ten years previously. Under cocaine and morphine-hyoscyamin anes¬ 
thesia the growth was removed by external access after one external 
carotid artery had been tied, and a temporary ligature had been placed 
upon the other. It was found that prolongations of the tumor had 
extended into the sphenoid and ethmoid cells and into the orbital and 
cranial cavities. The patient made an uneventful recovery. 


DEBMATOLOGY. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OP 

LOUIS A. DUHRING, M.D., 

pnortsaon op dehmatolooy in the university op Pennsylvania. 
AND 

MILTON B. HARTZELL, M.D., 

ASSOCIATE IN DERMATOLOGY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Etiology of Lupus Erythematosus.— Senger ( Dermat . Zentralbl ., 
July, 1908), having found by previous experiments that an ointment of 
old tuberculin, 1 to 10 or 20 of vaseline, when placed in contact with 
lupus or other tuberculous dermatoses, produced specific inflammatory 
reaction comparable with the von Pirquet and conjunctival reactions, 
has tried the same procedure with erythematous lupus. He claims 
to have obtained a positive reaction by placing such an ointment in 
contact with patches of erythematous lupus; ana concludes accordingly 
that this affection is tuberculous. 


The Cutaneous Symptoms of Human Trypanosomiasis.— Darr£ {Ann. 
dc dermat. ct de syphil., No. 12, 1908) describes at length the symptoms 
of trypanosomiasis as manifest upon the skin, basing his description 
upon the study of twenty cases of sleeping sickness observed in Europe- 
cans. Among the early symptoms of this affection the cutaneous 
manifestations occupy an important place, having, on account of their 
frequency and their special aspect, great diagnostic value. In some 
cases the bite of the tse-tse fly is followed by a more or less sharp inflam¬ 
matory reaction. Some hours after the bite, in one or more points 
upon the skin, redness and swelling appear accompanied generally by 
a sensation of burning or, at times by real pain. The next day a little 
tumor appears, or a red, violaceous, rounded spot a little elevated above 
the surrounding skin the size of a franc piece. These lesions, occupy¬ 
ing the sites of bites, are found upon the nape of the neck, the legs, 
the knees, the flanks, the axillary region, and are always accompanied 
by painful swelling of the neighboring lymphatic glands. Darr6 
believes they are the result of the introduction of some irritating sub¬ 
stance into the skin, secreted by the fly, or of inoculation of some of 
the ordinary organisms, such as the staphylococcus. These lesions, 
while not actuaUy exceptional, are quite infrequent. In the fully de¬ 
veloped disease two types of eruption are observed: vesicopapules 



